
IRS Tax Tip 2014-51: Ten Facts about Amended Tax Returns

http://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/USIRS/bulletins/af2b51?reqfrom=share[7/23/2014 11:43:40 PM]




IRS Tax Tip 2014-51: Ten Facts about Amended Tax Returns
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) sent this bulletin at 04/09/2014 07:30 AM EDT

IRS Tax Tips April 9, 2014
Useful Links:

IRS.gov Home

1040 Central

Help For Hurricane Victims

News Essentials

What's Hot

News Releases

IRS - The Basics

IRS Guidance

Media Contacts

Facts & Figures

Problem Alerts

Around The Nation

e-News Subscriptions

The Newsroom Topics

Tax Tips

Radio PSAs

Fact Sheets

Armed Forces

Issue Number:    IRS Tax Tip 2014-51
Inside This Issue

Ten Facts about Amended Tax Returns

Did you discover that you made a mistake after you filed
 your federal tax return? You can make it right by filing
 an amended tax return. Here are the top ten things to
 know about filing an amended tax return.

1. Use Form 1040X, Amended U.S. Individual Income
 Tax Return, to correct errors on your tax return. You
 must file an amended return on paper. It can’t be e-
filed.

2. You usually should file an amended tax return if
 you made an error claiming your filing status,
 income, deductions or credits on your original return.

3. You normally don’t need to file an amended return
 to correct math errors. The IRS will automatically
 make those changes for you. Also, do not file an
 amended return because you forgot to attach tax
 forms, such as a W-2 or schedule. The IRS will
 usually send you a request for those.

4. You usually have three years from the date you
 filed your original tax return to file Form 1040X to
 claim a refund. You can file it within two years from
 the date you paid the tax, if that date is later. That
 means the last day for most people to file a 2010
 claim for a refund is April 15, 2014. See the 1040X
 instructions for special rules that apply to certain
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5. If you are amending more than one tax return,
 prepare a 1040X for each year. You should mail each
 year in separate envelopes. Note the tax year of the
 return you are amending at the top of Form 1040X.
 Check the form’s instructions for where to mail your
 return.

6. If you use other IRS forms or schedules to make
 changes, make sure to attach them to your Form
 1040X.

7. If you are due a refund from your original return,
 wait to receive that refund before filing Form 1040X
 to claim an additional refund. Amended returns take
 up to 12 weeks to process. You may spend your
 original refund while you wait for any additional
 refund.

8. If you owe more tax, file your Form 1040X and pay
 the tax as soon as possible. This will reduce any
 interest and penalties.

9. You can track the status of your amended tax
 return three weeks after you file with ‘Where’s My
 Amended Return?’ This tool is available on IRS.gov or
 by phone at 866-464-2050. It’s available in English
 and in Spanish. The tool can track the status of an
 amended return for the current year and up to three
 years back.

10. To use ‘Where’s My Amended Return?’ enter your
 taxpayer identification number, which is usually your
 Social Security number. You will also need your date
 of birth and zip code. If you have filed amended
 returns for multiple years, select each year one by
 one.

Additional IRS Resources:

Tax Topic 308 - Amended Returns
FAQs about Amended Returns & Form 1040X
1040 Central
IRS Tax Map

IRS YouTube Videos:

Amending My Return – English | Spanish | ASL
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Thank you for subscribing to IRS Tax Tips, an IRS e-mail service. For
 more information on federal taxes please visit IRS.gov.

This message was distributed automatically from the IRS Tax Tips
 mailing list. Please Do Not Reply To This Message.
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